Initially, S. amazonicum was incriminated as a vector of the parasites responsible for these two diseases until it was discovered that several species were masquerading under this name. During this time, it became clear that because of the similarity of females in some human-biting species, accurate species determination was only possible when morphological characters in more than one life stage were used. Several species of the amazonicum group are now known to be vectors. Given the importance of accurate identification in vector studies on onchocerciasis, the World Health Organization convened three meetings of simuliid taxonomists (reported in World Health Organization 1979 , 1982 to discuss the taxonomy of the Amazonian Simuliidae, with special reference to the human filariae Mansonella ozzardi (Manson) and Onchocerca volvulus Leuckart. As a starting point to a revision of S. amazonicum and its relatives, a modern description of adults, pupae, and larvae of S. amazonicum based on a neotype was provided by Shelley et al. (1982) . In this paper, six other similar species were compared with S. amazonicum and listed as members of the amazonicum group within the subgenus Psaroniocompsa. Various papers on S. amazonicum and its relatives were produced at this stage (e.g. Tidwell et al. 1981b) , culminating in two comprehensive taxonomic treatments. The first, by Py-Daniel (1983) , divided the species of the amazonicum group of the subgenus Psaroniocompsa with a few additions into two new subgenera, Cerqueirellum and Coscaroniellum [Later Py-Daniel and Moreira Sampaio (1995) elevated these two subgenera to genera together with subgeneric names of all other Brazilian species]. This
